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do so at once, may be stimulated to do so by sprinkling a little
salt over the foetus. The foetus becomes revived, and soon
endeavours to get up; and though it may fall several times,
yet it generally quickly succeeds in maintaining itself on its
limbs, and instinctively seeks the maternal teat. Should the
mother not lick its offspring, then the latter must be well
dried and rubbed with a sponge, hay-wisp, or cloth. This is
more particularly necessary when the mother is indifferent
to it, \vhich sometimes happens with primiparse when people
are present.
If the foal or calf is weak, and cannot reach the teat in
half an hour or so after birth, it is necessary to assist it by
bringing it to the mother and applying the teat to its mouth,
at the same time caressing and soothing the parent, if
disinclined to it by temper or by painfulness of the udder.
Sometimes it is necessary for an attendant to hold the raare
by the head or lift up its fore-foot. In other cases the tying
of the mare is sufficient to cause her to become reconciled to
the foal, and for the latter to find its way of its own accord to
the udder.
"When the foal exhibits great debility, it may be preferable
to feed it for a day or two with the milk of the mare which
has been drawn by hand. Occasionally a mare that has lost
its foal may be got to act as a foster-mother. It is exceedingly
difficult to rear a foal artificially on cow's milk.
With the cow there is very little difficulty. The calf may
be reared with the cow, or may be artificially reared, as found
convenient.
Lambs when able to stand, and if they do not readily find
their way to the teat, should have a little milk from it pressed
into their mouth. If the ewe has not sufficient milk, the
latter may be increased to some extent by a liberal supply ol
good food.
Multiparous animals, such as the bitch and sow, usually
lie when suckling their young, so that there is seldom any
difficulty with them. The only care generally required in
the case of young pigs is to prevent their being crushed by
the sow in the act of lying down or moving. It is well to
remember that, if a sow has more young than teats, the
weakest will die of starvation. Each young pig has its own